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Organic Mine Warfare

Because of a lack of immediately available mine 
counter measures in any large quantities, the Navy 
is evaluating the JDAM for its capability in 
countermine and assault breaching.  The JDAM 
accuracy, repeatability (guaranteed delivery 
patterns for multiple deliveries), and fusing 
options make it a prime contender for an interim 
capability.

- Brian Almquist, ONR, 2008
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Assault Breaching System (JABS)

• Current capability to clear SZ/BZ mines 
and light obstacles on the beach

• USN and/or USAF Delivered, Signed 
MOA between USN & USAF for Assault 
Breaching Munitions Delivery

• B1, B2, B52, F/A18, JSF

• New mission for an existing weapon 
system

We know JABS performs 
well to water depths of 10 ft.  
Can it go deeper?
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Mine Neutralization by MK84/JDAM

Objective

• Investigate lethality of 
precision guided bombs 
against mines in 10-40 ft 
water depths (VSW).  

• Investigate bomb stability 
after water impact, lethal 
radius, and optimum 
detonation depth for fuse 
design.

Max depth 
40 ft

Vertical entry 
900 - 1200 ft/s

MK84/JDAM

Detonation
depth

Lethal 
radius
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For effective mine clearance

Δ < 7 ft (2.1 m)
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